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North American
continent

Africa

DIAGRAM #1 Shows the land being pulled apart so
that big cracks form and a large piece drops down-
ward, slowly forming a valley.  Earthquakes happen
each time the land moves along the crack.
Reference: F. Press and  R. Siever, UNDERSTAND-
ING EARTH: Freeman & Co, NY, 1998, Fig 10.26,
p. 258

DIAGRAM #2 Shows the location of the continents 195 million years ago.  The white
arrows show that Africa and North America were being pulled apart.
Reference:  Christopher Scotese, THE PALEOMAP PROJECT, www.scotese.com
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